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INTRODUCTION. 


FR Efay on Man is a vindication of pros 
- widence, from plain reaſon wit bout the 
ſupernatural aid of revelation ; Founded upon the 
platonic principle, that, of all poſſible ſyſtems infi- 
nite wisdom muſt have formed the beſt.; and conſe+ 
quently that the apparent defefts are only to be at- 
tributed, to the irhperfe# knowledge , to which our 
mental faculties are confined, For this reaſon me 
are not able to comprebend entirely the intention "2 
eternal wisdom, in forming the univerſe and man, 
nor to ſee the whole beauty and order of that divine 
ſyſtem ; as we only judge from parts, not from the 
connection of the whole and therefore obſerve no- 
thing fully. This was tbe doctrine of Plato and the 
Stoics, but eſpeciall ly that of the modern Platonifs. 
Pope is indelted to theſe for ſeveral maxims, but 
more to the Theadicte of Leibnitz, Kings Origin 
of Evil, and to the Moraliſis of Shaftesbury, 
This poem 3s as cloſe a piece of argument ad- 
mitting its principles as perbaps can le found is. 
4 2 ä 


werſe , interſperſed with Priking obſervations or 
buman life and adorned with the magick of elegant 
verfification. Pope informs us that be cboſe this 


. . epiftolary way of writing, notwithſtanding bis ſub- 


je# was bigb and of diguity, becauſe of its being 
mixed with argument, which of its nature appro- 
acheth to proſe, and as maxims in verſe,. both Prike 
the reader more ſtrongly at firſt, and are more ea- 
fily retained "afterwards „ and fo nce be could expres] 
them more sbortly this way, than in proſe itſelf. 
5 He has nor wandered into any uſeles\ digresſions 
bas employed 1 no fictions, no tale or ſtory, and bas 
relied chiefly on the poetry of bis fiile for the pure 
poſe of intereſting bis readers. | | 
TFTiuere are bowewer ſeveral paſſaves 5 in this _- 
hich ſeem to be favourable to fatalism and abſo- 
lute necesſity, notwithſtanding all pains that can 
be taten , to make them coincide with the do@rines 
of revelation ; and as it is peculiun for its brevity” 
of dition , this has an the other hand oceaf oned 
ome obſcurity. 5 j 
This Eſſay on man is to be looked upon as the 
firſt ſetch of that ethic ſyſtem. which the author bad 
intended: as it treats of man in abſtratt and conſe- 
ders bim in general under all bis relatiaus ). 


2 


| "XI The "A 
) Ruffheads life of Pope, | Lendonz 7 69. 4to p. 206. 
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The ſecond book mas to bave conſifted of the ſame 
aumber of Epiſtles, and to bave treated of the ex» 
tem and the limits of buman reaſon. Of thoſe arts 
and ſciences which are uſeful ; of the nature, end.; 
w/e and application of the different capacities of men, 
Of the uſe of learning, and of the ſcience of the 
world; and of wit ; eoncluding with. a ſatire againſt 


tbe misapplication of them, illuſtrated by eram 


ples. Of this book 4 Jmall part may be Jound * 
the Dunciad. 
The third book regarded the e of „eg 


in mbicb tbe ſeveral. forms of government were tu 


$ave been examined, and the ſeveral: modes of reali- 


. gious worohip, fo for as they. affect ſociety; be. 


Eweer which the author ſuppoſed the cloſeſt count» 
tion; ; this tbe Poet conceived afterwards. might. be 
better executed in an Epic pern. 
De fourth. and lat book, concerned” private 
athies or practical morality ; confidered in all'fla- 
tions of buman life, of which the four moral Hſays 
of the; author are detatebed portions. But this 
voble work mas interrupted, and laid afede , which 
is to be regretted by every one, who loves Philoſo- 
pby united with-the graces and applyed to the bam 


edge of mankind. 


The Univerſal Prayer may be canfideret as & 
comment ou, or an epitome of the Eſſay on Matt. 
Az „ 


* 


8 | | 
Mo body will read it without & ſerious ſenſ of re- 
 kigion, and without gratitude and love for that all 

qirecting father ; devotion never breathed in more 
exalted ſtrains. 

My intention was to procure 4 1 edition of 
this maſter -piece of didactie poetry. 1 added ſome 
notes, which. may ſerve to''elucidats ſome of the 
moſt difficult paſſages. Several of which J owe to 
Wartons Efay on the Genius aud Writings of Pope. 
London 1582. uo. I was likewiſe. intended to baue 
added an expoſition of the whole Philoſophy contai- 
ned in this Hſay, but I witheld it to the oral ex- 
planation, in my Lectures. 

I sbould be ſenſible of the greateſt ſatisfafion * 
be bigbly rewarded; if my endeavours may ſerve to 
Promote the inclination to the british Language » 
as the vebicle, which introduces to the Treaſures of 


knowledge y which are left by the eminent writers 
of that nation. 


Copenhagen rhe I4 January 1789: 


Tax EDITOR. 


ARGU- 


of * himſel the final cauſe of the creation, or 


- 


9 


or 


EPISTLE I. 


or the Nature and State of Man with 


reſpect to the Univerſe. 
or MAN IN| THE ABSTRACT. 


I. That we can judge only with regard to our owt 
ſyſtem, being ignorant of the relations of ſyſtems and 


- Things, v. 17 Kc. II. That Man is not to be deemed 
imperfe&, but a Being ſuited to his place and rank in 
tte creation, apreeable to the general Order of things x 
and conformable fo Ends and Relations to hinr unknown 


v. 35. Ke. III. That if ir partly upon his ignoe 


| Tance of future event, and partly upon the hope of a 


future fate, that all hir happineſs in the preſent depends, 
v. 77. &. IV The pride of aiming at more knows 
ledge, and pretending to more Perfection, the cauſe of 
Man's error and miſery. The impiety of putting him - 


felv in the place of God, and judging of the fitneſe or 


anfitneſt, perfection or imperfeñlion, juſtice or injuſtice ,. 
of his diſpenſationt, v. 113. &. V. Theablurdity 


944 ex« 


8 f 
. 


expecting that prrfelfion in 4 moe PI" which is 
5 not in the natural, v. I 31. Ke. 7 J. The unreaſona- 
bleneſs of his complaints againſt Providence, while on 
the one hand hs demands the Perfection, of the Angeli, 
and on the other the bodily qualifications of the Brutes ; 
though , to poſſeſt any of the ſenſitive faculties in 4 
higher degree, would render him miſerable, v. 173. &e. 
VIl. That throughout the whole biſible world, an uni- 
verſal order and gradation in the ſenſual and mental fa- 
culties is obſerved, which cauſes a ſubordination of crea- 
ture to creature , and of all creatures to Man. The 
gradations of ſenſe , inftint, thought, reflection, 
reaſon; that Reaſon alone countervails all the other fa- 
eulties: v. 207 7. VIIl. How muck farther this order 
and ſubordination of living creatures may extend, above 
"and below us ; were any part of which broken, not that 
part only, but the whole conneRed creation muff be de- 
froyed, v. 233. XI. The extravagance, madneſs, 
and pride of ſuch a defire, v. 289. X. The conſe- 
quence of all, the abſolute ſubmiſſion due to Providence, 
both as to. our preſent and furure ſtate, v. 281, Kc. 
to the end. 


- 


{4 EPISTLE I 


Awaxs, my ST. Ben! leave all meaner things 
To low ambition, and the pride of Kings. 
Let us (fince Life can little more ſupply 


Than juſt to look about us, and to die) 


Expatiate free o'er all this ſcene of Man; 5 

A mighty maze! but not without a plan; | 

A Wild, where weeds and flow'rs promiſcuous ghoot; 

Or Garden, tempting with forbidden fruit. 
Together let us beat this ample field, 

Try what the open, what the covert yield; 10 

The latent tracts, the giddy heights, explore 

Of att who blindly creep, or ſightleſs ſoar; 

Eye Nature's walks, shoot Folly as it flies, 

And catch the manners living as they riſe; 

Laugh where we muſt, be candid where we can, 15 

1 5 But 


V. 1. The word Auale, alludes to Lord Bolingbrokes leaving 
bis political for philoſopliical purſuits, 
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Bur vindicate the ways of God to man. 
I. Say firſt, of God above, or Man below, 
| What can we reaſon, but from whar we know? 
Of Man, what ſee we bur his Station here, 
From which to reaſon, or to which refer? 20 
Thro' worlds unnumber'd tho' the God be known, 
"Tis ours to trace him only in our own. 75 
He, who thro' vaſt immenſity can pierce, 
See worlds on worlds compoſe one univerſe, 
Obſerve how ſyſtem into ſyſtem runs, 25 
What other planets cirele other ſuns, 
What vary'd Being peoples every ſtar, 
May tell, why Heav'n has made us as we are, 
Bur of this frame the bearings, and the ties, 
The ſtrong connections, nice dependencies, 30 
Gradations juſt, has thy pervading ſoul 
Look'd tfiro”? or can 4 part contain the whale? 
Is the great Cain, thar draws all to agree, 
And drawn ſupports, upheld by Ged, or thee 


/ 


* 
II. 


V. 16. Ent vindicate the ways of God te mam, this line is taken 
from Milton, the author ſeems to have hinted, that he intended his 
poem for a defence of providence, like Milton, but he imagined 
that the goodnesſ an juſtice of God might be defended , without 
having recourſe to the doctrine of the depraved ſtate of man, 1 
V. 34. Preſumptuons man. Vous vous EtonneZ que Dieu ait fait 
Phomme fi borné, ſi ignorant, ſi peu heureux, Que ne vous éton- 
vez -vorts, pqu'il ne Vait pas fait plus borné, plus ignorant & plus 
malheureu? Quand un Frangois & un Anglais penſent de memes & 
baut bien qu'ils ayent raiſon. Voltaire. 


ſ 


mir I OE 
II. Prefumptuous man ! the reaſon wouldſt thou 
Fe 98 SPY fad oy 
Why form'd ſo weak, ſo little, and ſo blind? 
Firſt , if thou canſt, the harder reaſon gueſs, 
Why form'd no weaker, blinder, and no leſs? © 
Ask of thy mother earth, why oaks are m 
Taller or ſtronger than the weeds they sh 
Or ask of yonder argent fields above, 
Why Jove's Satellites are leſs than Jovs? 
Of Syſtems poſſible, if tis confeſt , 
That Wiſdom infinite maſt form the beſt, | 
Where all muſt full, or nor coherent, be, 45 
And all that riſes, riſe in due degree; 
Then, in the ſcale of reas'ning life, tis plain, 
There muſt be, ſomewhiere, ſuck a rank as Man; 
And all the queſtion (wrangle e ler ſo long} 
Is only this, if God has plac'd hin wrong? 50 
- Reſpetting man, whatever wrong we call, 
May, mult be right, as relative to all, 
In human works, thougl labour'd on witft pain, 
A thouſand movements ſcarce one purpoſe gain; 
In God's, one ſingle cart its end produce; 95 
Let ſerves to ſecond too ſomme other uſe. 
So Man, who here ſeems principal alone, 
Perhaps acts ſecond to ſome ſphere unknown, 
Touches ſome wheel, or verges to ſome goal; 
"Tis but a part we ſee, and not a whole, 69 
When the proud ſteed shall know, wity Man reſtrains 
N His 
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Oh blindneſs to the future! kindly giv'n, 0 


Atoms or ſyſtems into ruin hurl d. 


_ DErisTLy * 


His fiery courſe, or drives him o'er the plainsz 
When the dull Ox, why now he breaks the clod, 

Is now a victim, and now Zgypr's God: 

Then shall Man's pride and dulneſs comprehend 65 


His actions“, paſlions', being's, uſe and end; 


Why doing, ſuff ring, check'd, impell'd; _ why 
This hour a slave, the next a deity. 

Then ſay not, Man's imperfeQ, bew n in fault; 
Say rather, Man's as perfeft as he ought: 70. 


His knowledge meaſur d to his ſtate and place; 


His time a moment, and a point his ſpace, 

If to he perfelſt in a certain ſphere, 

What matter, ſoon or late, or here os there? 

The bleſt to-day is as completely ſo, * | --- 

As who began a thoſand years ago. | | 
III. Heav'n from all creatures hides the book F ate, 

All but the page preſcrib'd, their preſent ſtate 

From brutes what men, from men what ſpirits : 

Or who could ſuffer Being here below? | N. 

The lamb, thy riot dooms to bleed to- day, 

Had he thy Reaſon, would he skip and play? 

Pleas'd to the laſt, he crops the flow'ry food, 

And licks the hand juſt rais'd to shed his blood, 


That each may fill the circle mark'd by Heav'ns 
Who ſees with equal eye, as God of all, 
A hero perish, or a ſparrow fall, 


And 


EIS TL IL 13 


And now a bubble burſt, and now a World. | 90 

f Hope humbly then; with trembling | pinions ſoar; 5 54 

Wait the great teacher Death; and God adore. 

What future bliſs he gives nor thee to know, © * 

But gives chat Hope to be thy blefling now. 

Hope ſprings eternal in the human breaſt; 9 

Man never Is, but always To be, bleſt: | 

The ſoul, uneaſy and confin'd from home, 14 

Reſts and expatiates in a life to come. EE 

Lo, the poor Indian! whoſe untutor'd mind 

Sees God in clouds, or hears him in rhe wind; 

His ſoul, proud Science never taught to ſtray | 

Far as the ſolar walk, or milky way; | 

Yer ſimple Nature to his hope has gyn, + 

Behind the cloud-ropt hill, an humbler heav'nz - 

Some ſafer world in depth of woods embarc'd, 105 

Some happier island in the watry waſte, 45 

Where slaves once more their native land 1 io 

No fiends torment, no Chriſtian thirſt for gol. 

To Be, contents his, natural deſire, | ow 

He asks no Angel's wing, no Seraph's fire; 110 

But thinks, admitted to that equal Kk / N 
His faithful dog shall bear him company. | 

IV. Go, wiſer thou! and, in the ſcale of ſeaſe, 

Weigh thy Opinion againſt Providence; __ 

Ei 


E 


Call imperfection what thou fancy ſt ſuch, 
Say, here he rn too linde, there too much: 


V. 97. from home, in former editions at bowe, „ avis 


/ 
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* 
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Deftroy all creatures for thy ſport or guſt, 

Yer cry, If Man's unhappy, God's unjuſt; - 

If Man alone ingroſs not Heav'n's high care, 

Alone made perfett here, immortal there: 13206 
Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, 
Re. judge his Juſtice, be the Gop of Gop, . 

In Pride, in reas ning Pride, our error lies; 
All quit their ſphere, and rush into the skies. 
Pride ſtill is aiming at the bleſt abodes 125 
Men would be Angels, Angels would be Gods, 
Aſpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell; 

Aſpiring to be Angels, Men rebel: 
And who but wishes to invert the laws | 
Of Onpxs, fins againſt th Eternal Cauſe. 130 

v. Ask for what end tlie heav'nly bodies shine, 
Farth for whoſe uſe? Pride anſwers, „ Tis for mine: 
For me kind Nature wakes her genial pow'r, 

„ Suckles each herb, and ſpreads out ev'ry flow'r; 


# 


„ Annual for me, the grape, the roſe renew 135 


32 'The Juice neQareous 5 aud the halmy dew; 
„For me, the mine a thouſand treaſures brings; 
„For me, health gushes from a thouſand ſprings; 

v Seas roll to aft me, ſuns to light me riſe; 


* * 8 . * # 4 
Fg og. . We | - 27 9 


V. 131. Aſk for what end. Sc. If there be any fault in theſe 
lines, it is nat in the general ſentiment , but a want of exactneſs in 
expreſſing it. It is the;higheſt abſurdity to think that earth is man's 
faqt-:{tool., his canopy the Ikies, and the heavenly bodies lighted up 
Puincipally \for his uſe; yet not ;ſo,, to o ſuppoſe #ruits and minerals 
wen for this end. 


EPISTLI I. i 


„ My foot-ftool earth, my canopy the skies. 140 
But errs not nature from this gracious end, 
From burning ſans when livid deaths deſcend, _ 
When earthquakes ſwallow, or when tempeſts ſweep 
Towns to one grave, whole nations to the deep? 
„ No (tis reply'd) che firſt Almighty Cauſe 145 
„ Als not by partial, but by gen ral laws; 
» Th' exceptions few; ſome change ſinee all began; 
„ And what created perfett?*” — Why then Man? 
If the great end be human Happineſs,” 


f A 


As much that end a conſtant eourſe requires 
Of show'rs and ſun-ahine, as of Man's deſires; 
s much eternal-ſprings and cloudleſs skies, 
As Men for ever emp'rate, calm and wiſe. 


— 


Eplagues or earthquales break not Heay'n' re 15 55 | 


Why then a Borgia, or a Catiline? | 
Who knows dn * thelight ning fk 


V. 155. If "layues or Seite Ke. The meaning is that 
the moral cimperfeRtions., not anore interrupt ;heavens .orders- 


than the natural. All ills ariſe from the order of the uni- 


verſe, which is abſolutely perfect. Would you wish to diſturb 
ſo divine an order, for the ſake of your own particular 
intereſt ? What if the ills 1 ſuffer ;arife from mice" or pppres- 
ſion? But the wices and imperfections of men are alio comprehendeſl 
in the order of the uniuerſe, let this be allowed and my own wicgs 
ill be alſo a part of the fame order Humes Ee. 


V. 156. Borgia or aCatiline. Cxſar Borgia a wicked man, he = 


a natural ſon-of pope Alexander VI.  Catiline Ringleader of .a con- 


ſpiration againſt the romon * hole an were e 
by M. Tullius —— 1 


% 4 ©. 


Then Nature deviates; and can Man do leſs? 750 
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16 BrrisTLu * I. 
Who heaves old Oita; and who wings the forms; 


. Pours fierce Ambition in a Cæſar's mind, | 
Or turns young Ammon looſe, to — * 160 
From pride, from pride, our very reaFning TOR. 


Account for moral, as for nat'ral things? 
Why charge We Heav'n in thoſe, in theſe acquit? - 


In both, to reaſon right is, to ſubmit; RA. 
Better for Us, perhaps, it might appears” $2255 1g. 
Were there all harmony, all virtue here; e 


That never air or ocean felt the wind; 

That never paſſion diſcompos'd the mind. © © 
But ALL ſubſiſts by elemental firifez + 2: 
And paſſion are the elements of Life. 170 


The gen ral ORDER, ſince the whole begann, 
Js. kept in Nature, and is kept in Man. 


VI. What would this Man? Now upward will he . 


And little leſs than Angel, would be more; 

Now looking downwards, juſt as griev d appears nh 
Te want the ſtrength of bulls, the fur of bears, 

Made for his uſe all creatures if he call, 

| Say what their uſe, had he the pow'rs of all. 

Nature to theſe, without profuſton, kind, 
The proper organs, proper pow rs aſſign d; 180 
Each ſeeming want compenſated of courſe, eig 
Here with degrees of ſwiftneſs, there of force; © 
All in exact proportion to the ſtate; 

Ge”; Se | . 85 Ho | 5 N i, Nothing 


N 1 
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v. 160, N NI Alexander — | b al 
ride to be a Son of Jupiter Ammon.) | 


EPISTLE I. 17 
Nothing td add, and nothing to abate. 
2 Each beaſt, each inſect, happy in its own? 185 
* Is Heav'n unkind to Man; and Man alone? 1 
of: Shall he alone, whom rational we call, 
Be pleas'd with nothing, - iF not bleſs'd with . | 
The bliſs , of Man (could. Pride that bleſſing 
" find) 
* ia not to ood of think beyond wenkindz - | hd 
. No pow'rs of body or of ſoul to share, fr 
Hut what his nature and his. ſtate can bears 
Why has not Man a microſcopic eye? 
For this plain reaſon; man is not a Fly. 
4 Say what the uſe, were finer opties givn; * 
| IT inſpeQ a mite, not comprehend: the heay 'n? 
Or touch; if tremblingly alive all oer, 


F 


p To ſmart and agonire-at ev'ry pore? | 
; Or quick effluvia darting thro'-the brain 
; Die of a roſe in aromatie pain? --: BD 


If nature thunder'd in his op'ning ear, 6 
And ſtunn d him with the mulic of the wine" * 
de 


© 7 


V. abt. If nature thunder H. the n ets an 3 
ftance drawn from real found and not from, the -imagitary muſic 
of they ſpheres. If our ſenſe of hearing were but one chotiſand 
oC. than it is, how would « perpetual noiſe diitratt us; 
and we should in the quieteſt retirement, be leſs ableto ſleep or 
weditate ⁊ than in the middle of a ſed figth, *'Loches * + 
man Underſtanding. 

B 
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18 EPISTLE I. 
How would he wish, that Heav'n had left him 
Fg an fo 
The whiſp'ring Zephyr, and the purling rill? 
Who finds not Providence all good and wiſe, 205 
Alike in what it gives, and what denies? | 

VII. Far as Creation's ample range extends, 
The ſeale of ſenſual , mental pow'rs aſcends: 
Mark how it mounts, to Man's imperial race, 
From the green myriads in the peopled graſs: 210 
What modes of ſight betwixt each wide extreme, 
The mole's dim curtain, and the lynx's beam: 
Of ſmell; rhe headlong lioneſs between, 
And hound ſagacious on rhe tainted green: 
Of hearing, from rhe life that fills the flood, 213 
To that which warbles thro' the vernal wood? 
The ſpider's touch, how exquiſitely fine! 
Feels at each thread , and lives along the line: 
In the nice bee, what ſenſe ſo ſubtly true 
From pois'nous herbs extracts the healing dew? 220 
How inſtinct varies in the grov'ling ſwine, _ 
Compar'd, half-reas'ning elephant, with thine! 
*Twixt that, and Reaſon, what a nice barrier? 
For ever ſep'rate, yet for ever near 
Remembrance and Reflection how ally'd; 225 


. 


v. 213. The beadlong lioneſt the lion has 4 defect of 
ſcent, | 


» 


19 
What chin partitions Senſe from Thought divide? -- © 
And Middle - natures, how they long to join, l 
Yet never paſs th inſuperable line! L 
Without this zuſt gradation, could they be 
SubjeRed, theſe to thoſe, or all to hee? 236 
The pow'rs of all ſubdu'd by thee alone; Fay 
Is not thy Reaſon all theſe pow'rs in one? ;61 
VIII. See; wad this air „ _ veeafty and this 
| | Furth 5 & 
All matter ad: and bueltingi into 5 dirk. 1 
Above, how high; progreſſive life may go! 5 
Around, how wide! how deep extend below! 
Vaſt chain of Being! which from God began; 
Natures #theteal, SAN gy _ 2 She angle 


— — 


V. 235. Abive bow = " 8 be more ſpe 
dies of intelligent creatures. ahòve- ug than hebe ate, of ſeizſidle 
and. material below us; is. probable: to. 19e from hence; that in, all 
the viſible corporal world, we ſee no chalins br 2A, All quits 
down from us; the deſeent is by eafy* eps; and a Continued I 
ries of things; that in each remove diffet very, little from ons no- 
ther” And when we conſider the infinire power and wisdom 
the maker, We have reaſon to think, that 1 it is ſuitable ts, the inag- 
nificent harmony of the Univerſe; and the great deligh ind: infinite 
goodneſs of the. architect, that the ſpecies of creatures should alſo; 
by gentle degres, deſcend to us downwards : which if jt be pro- 
bable; we have reaſon then to be perſuaded , that there are” for 
more} ſpecies of creatures above os; than there are beneath; we 
being in degrs of perfection; much more remote from the infinite 
being of God, than we are from the loweſt ſtate of being, and 
that which TR neareſt to nothing « Locle, * on Hunan 
Onderſtanding. 
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Beaſt, bird, fich; inſe&, what no eye can-ſee} '- +/,; 
No glaſs. can reach; from Infinite to thee, 248 
From thee to Nothing. — On ſuperior 'pow'rs 
Were we to preſs, inferior might on tat "ruth 
Or in the full creation leave a void. 
Where, one ſtep broken, the great ſeales deſtroy Arr. 
From Nature's chain whatever, link you ſtrike, 243 
Tenth,. or ten-thoufandth;, breaks the chain alike, 
And, if each ſyſtem in gradation roll 
Alike eſſential to ch amazing Whole: 
The leaſt ednfuſion but in one, not all | 
That ſyſtem onlys but the Whole muſt fall. 230 
Let Earthrunbdlanc'd from her orbit fl, 
Planets and Suns run lawleſs thro.thejsky;-. z 22403617 


Let ruling Angels from their ſpheres be hurl'd, 
Being en Being wreck'd, and world on world; 
Heav'ns whole foundations to their centre ade: 8 F 
And Nature tremble. to the chrone of God. 2d 
All this dread{Orver break — = for whom? for thee? 
Vile worm! — oh Madnels! Pride ! Impiety! _T 
IX. What if the foot, ordain d the duſt to tread wy 
Or hand, to toil; aſpir d to be the head? 266 
What if the head, the eye, or ear repin'd 5 
To ſerve mere engines to the ruling en 

Juſt as abſurd for avy part to claim 


"43 


© 
„ 0 
To 
F 


V. 253. Let vulinz Angeli as od Parts of this eſſay are | fins | 
ded on platonic principles, ſo is this notion liker viſe taken from 
that Philoſophy. | | | 8 


£ 
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5 


To de another, in this gen ral frame: 


Juſt as abſurd, to mourn the tasks or pains, 265 


The great directing Mi rp of all ordains. 
All are but parts of one ſtupendous whole, 
Whoſe body Nature is, and God the foul; 
That, chang'd thro all, and yet in all the ſame; 
Great in the earth, as in th' æthereal frame; 270 
Warms in the ſun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glows in tlie ftars, and bloffoms in the trees, 
Lives thro! all life, extends thro all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unſpent; 
Breathes in our ſoul, informs our mortal part, 275 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart; 
As full, as perfect, in vile Man that mourns, 
At the rapt Seraph that adores and burns: 
To him no high, no lew, no great, no ſmall; | 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all. 280 
X. Ceaſè then, nor ORDER Imperfection name: 
Our proper bliſs depends on what. we blame. 
Know thy own point: This kind, this due degree 
Of blindneſs, weakneſs, Heav'n- beſtows on thee. 


Submit, — In this, or any. other ſphere, 285 


B 3 | Secure: 


V. 268. Goc the fout; this notion or gods * the Soul of 
the Univerſe is Platonic, 

V. 285. Submit let our life be a continued ſcene- of acquie- 
fcence and of gratitude; of gratitude, for what we enjoy; of ac- 
quieſeence in what we ſuffer; as. both can only be referable to 
that concatenateſ order of events, which cannot but be beſt, as 
6 approved md choſen by god” . Harris three W 
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Secure to be as bleſt as tho canſt bear: el 
Safe in the hand of one diſpoſing Pow'r | 

Or in the natal, or the mortal hour. 

All Nature is but Art, unknown to, thee; 

All Chance, Direction, which thou canſt not ſee; 290 
All Diſcord, Harmony not underſtood; 

All partial Evil, univerſal Good: 

And, ſpite of Pride, in erring Reaſon's ſpite , 

One truth is clear, WHATBV8R: 18, 16 RIGHT, 


S 


ARGUMENT 
er 
EPIS TL E IL 


Of the Nature and State of Man with 
reſpect to Himſelf, as an Individual. 


T. THE. buſineſs. of Man not to pry into God, but 
to fludy himſelf, Hit Middle Nature ; his. Powers and 
Frailties, v. 1. to 19. Die Limits. of his. Capacity, 
v. 19. &;, II. The two. Principles of Nan, Selv= 


Love, and Reaſon, -both neceſſary,. v. 53. &c. Selv-. 


Love the fronger, and why, v. 67; &c; Their end 


the ſame, v. 8 1. Ke. II. The PASSIONS; and their 


#/e.,, v. 93. to 130. The predominant Paſſion, and ite 
force, v. 13 1. to. 160. Ir Neceſſitu, in directing Men: 
to different purpoſes, v. 161. &e. Its providential Uſe, 
in fixing our Principle, and aſcertaining our Virtue ,. 
v. 175. IV. Virtue. and: Vice joined in our mixed 
Nature; the- limits- near, et the things ſeparate. an 


evident: v. 195. lat ir the Offite of Reaſon, v. 20g. 


to 216. V. How odious Vice in itſelf , and: how we- 
gxceive- our ſelves into it, v. 217. VI. That, om 


B 4 ver, 


anſwered in our Paſſions and Imperfeſtiont, v. 238. &e. 
How uſefully theſe are diſtributed to all Qrdres of Men, 
v. 241. How uſeful they are to Society, v. 249. 
And to the Individuals, v. 61. In every ſtate, and 
every age of life, v. 271. & 


* 1 4 
2 
L 2 
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Born but to die, and reas' ning but to err; 10 


— 


o 


EPISTLE I. 


L Know then wyſelk, preſume not God to FA 
The proper ſtudy of Mankind is Man. | 
Flac'd on this Iſthmus of a middle tate, 

A Being darkly wife; and rudely great: 

With too much knowledge for the Scoptic fide, 
With too much weakneſs for the Stoie's pride, 
He hangs between; in doubt to af}, or reſt; 
In doubt to deem himſelf a God, or Beaſt + 

In doubt, his Mind or Body to prefer; 


ca. 


Alike in ignorance, his reaſon fuch, 

Whether he thinks too little, or too mueh, 

Chaos af Thought and Paſſion, all confus'd; 

Still by himſelf abus'd, or difabus'd; 4 

Created half to riſe, and half to fall; 13 

Great lord of all things, yet q prey to all; 7 

Sole judge of Truth, in endleſs Error huzl'd; 9 

The glory, jeſt, and riddle of the world! 3 
Go, wondrous creature | mount where Scienee 

guides, 
Go 2 a Ire earth, * and ſtate the tides; = 20 
Inſtruct the Planers f in what orbs to run; 
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Go, ſoar with Plata to th empyreal ſphere, 

To the firſt good, firſt perfect, aud firſt fair; 

Or tread the mazy round his follow'rs trod, 2g 
An quitting ſenſe call imitating God; 

Ax eaſtern prieſts in giddy circles run, 

And turn their heads to imitats the Sun. 

Go, teach Eternal Wiſdom. how to rule - 


Then drop into thyſelf, and be a fool! gb 30 


Superior beings, when of late they ſaw 

A mortal Man unfold all Nature's law, 
Admir'd ſuch wiſdom in an earthly shape, 
And shew'd a NEwTOAN. as we.shew an Ape. 


Could he, whoſe rules, the rapid Comet bind, 33 


Deſcrihe or fix one movement of his, Mind? 

Who. ſaw its fires. here riſe, and there deſcend, 

Explain, his own beginning, or his end? 

Alas what wonder! Man's, ſuperior part 

Uncheck d may riſe, and climb. from art ta art; 40 

But when his own great work is but begun, 
„What 


V. 22. Correck old Time, This. alludes. to. Iſaac: Newton's: tre- 
Gian Chronology. n 


V. 28. The maay rennd. bis follouer't trod, 2 + the later plato- 


vilts, who by refined, ſentiments and viſians pretended. to. exalt the 
mind above ſenſuality. 
V. 34. Shewd Newton, Plato ſaid, the wiſeſt man, ſeems an ape 


ta the gods, 


V 3%, Wha ſow, its fires Ge % Newton r from the ve- 


lockties of Comets; that thay revolve. round the ſun, in eccentrical 
eAipfes; very nearly approaching to. parabolas, 
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What Reaſon weaves; by Paſſion is undone, 

Trace Science then, with Modeſty thy guide; : 
Firſt ſtrip off all her equipage of Pride; rf 
Dedutt what is but Vainity, or Dreſs, 45 
Or Learning's Luxury, or Idlen es: 
Or tricks ta shew the ſtretch of human brain; 
Mere curious pleaſure, or ingenious pain; 
Expunge the whole, or lop th exereſeent parts 
Of all, our Vices have created Arts; 50 
Then ſee how little che remaining ſum, 
Which ſerv d the paſt, and muſt - times ta come. 

II. Two Principles in human ature reign; 
Self- love, to urge, and Reaſon, to. reſtrain ; 
Nor this. a good, nor that a bad we call, 55 
Each works its end, to move or govern all: 
And to their proper operation ſtill, 
Aſcribe all Good, to their improper, III. 

Selv- Joves the Pong of motion, acts the ſoul; 

Reaſon's 


V. 43, to $2, Trace ſtience & The: abuſes of learning are 
here inumerated, with, brevity and elegance. Such cenſures however 
even of the. moſt unimportant: parts, of literature shonld not be car- 
ried too far, as there is not any part of knowledge, which, can be. 
called entirely uſeleſs. The moſt abſtracted parts of mathematics, 
and the knowledge of mythological hiſtory, or antient allegories, 
have their own pleaſures not inferior to the. more. gay entertaine, 
ments of painting, muſic, or architecture; and it is for the ad- 
vantage of mankind, that ſome are found, who have a taſte for 
theſe ſtudies. The only fault lies, in letting any of thoſe. inferior 
taſtes, engroſs the whole man to. the excluſon of the noblet pur - 
wits, of virtue and humanity. ** Hutcheſons Nature of the Paſſions, 
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Reaſon's comparing balance rules the whole. 
Man, but for that, no action could attend; - 
And, bur for this, were active to no end: 
Fix'd like a plant on his pecuhar fpor, ©] 
To draw nutrition, propagate, and rat; | 
Or, meteor-like, flame lawleſs thro' the void, 

: Deſtroying others , by himſelf deſtroy'd. 

Moſt ftrength the moving principle requires; 
Active its task, it prompts, impels, inſpires, 
Sedate and quiet, the comparing lies, 

Form d but to check, delib'rate, and advife, 70 
Selv - love ſtill ſtronger, at its objeAs nigh; 

Reaſon's at diſtance, and in profpett lie: 

That ſees immediate good by preſent ſenſe ; 

Reaſon, the future and the conſequenee. 

Thicker than arguments, remprations throng, 75 
At beſt more watchful this, but that more ſtrong, 
The Action of the ſtronger to ſuſpend 

Reaſon ftilkufe, to Reaſon ſtill attend. 

Attention, habit and experience gains; | 
Each ftreagthens. Reaſon , and Self- Ibve reſtrains, Fo 

Ler ſubtle ſchoolmen teach theſe friends to fight, 

More ſtudious to. divide than to unite; 

And Grace and Viztue,, Senſe and Reaſon ſplit, 

Wick all the rash dexterity: of wit, 

Wits, juſt like Fools, at war about a name, 85 85 | 
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V. 744 Neaſum the future, d: By experience Reaſon pallets the 
tutxreg and by argumentation the confequencde. icy 
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E PISTLE * 1. 29 
Have fall as oft no meaning, or the ſa ne. 
Self · love and Reaſon to one end aſpi re, 
Pain their averſion, Pleaſure their deſi rm: 
But greedy That, its object would devour, wt 1 
This taſte the honey; and not wound the fHlow* r: 90 
Pleaſure, or wrong or rightly: underſtood, * D073 29 
Our greateſt evil, or our greateſt googuqPQQ. 

III. Modes of ſelf- love the Paſſions we 15 call: 
Tis real good, or ſeeming, moves them all: „1 
But fince not ev ry good we can divide 55 


And reaſon bids us for our own provide: 
Paſſions, tho' ſelfish, if their means be fair, 
Liſt under Reaſon, and deſerve her care; 7 eie 
Thoſe, that imparted, court a nobler amm 
Exalt their kind, and take ſome n nume. 1800 
In lazy Apathy let Stoies boaſt BA Na 
Their Virtue fix d; tis fix d as ua froſt ut aal 


Contrafted all, retiring to the breaſt; 
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v. 99. Thoſe ie: inparted We. d: When paſſions are pon 
by. 2 they have à noblet purpoſe. 
V. 101. In lacy Apathy let Stoics ve. The Philoſophy of tha 
Stoics, has ofteti been misrepreſented , eas this ſtrange apathy a 
which is here laid to their charge. By apathy they underſtood on- 
ly a freedom from perturbation and exceſlive agitations of the mind) 
and included on the contrary in the character of a good man, all 
thoſs"virthes which require action, as love, friendship, parental af- 
foction, and always to be ready to act; for the benefit of human 
ſociety, A true notice of their Moral Philoſophy may be ad 
from. Tiedemanns _ der > ills MOI 4 Vol. 1 
726. e 9 2 0 2.14 
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Bur ſtrength of mind is Exerciſe, not Reſt: | ». 
The riſing tempeſt puts in att the ſoul, 103 
Parts it may -ravage: but preſerves the Whole. 
On life's vaſt ocean diverſely we fail. 
Reaſon the ecard but paſſion is the gale; - 
Nor God alone in the ſtill calm we find; 116 5107 
He mounts the ſterm, and walks upon the wind; 11S 
8 Paſſions, like elements, tho! born to fight; 
Yet, mix'd and ſoften'd, in his work unit: 
Theſe tis enough to temper and employ; tr. S611 111 
But what compoſes Man, ean Man deſtroy? ? 
Suffice that Reaſon keep to Nature's road, 115 
Subjekt, compound them, follow her and God. 
Love, Hope, and Joy; fair pleaſure's Imiling train) 
hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of pain, 
Theſe mix d with art and to due boutids: r 
Make and maintain the balance of the mind: b 
The lights and shades, whoſe well accorded frife 120 
Gives all the ſtrength end colour of our life, 
Pleaſures are ever in our hands or eyes; 
And, when in act they ceale; in proſpect riſe} 
Preſent to graſp, and future ſtill to find., 125 
The whole employ of body and of mind. 
All ſpread their charms, but charm not all alike; . 
On diff rent ſenſes diff rent objeQs ſtrike; | 


Hence 


v. 138. dn tire &e, Heat, bas by a ſtrong - 
kery chus illuſtrated this doctrine 

| _ = Diffrent mand r e 

Incline to diff rent objects: one N 
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31 


Henee diff rent Paſſions more or leſs inflame, 4 
As ſtrong or weak, the organs of the frame; F 130 
And hence one MASTER PASSION in the breaſt, / 
Like Aaron's ſerpent; ſwallows up the reſt. 

As Man, perhaps; the moment of his breah, 
Receives the lurking principle of death; | 
The young diſeaſe, that muſt ſubdue at length, 135 
Grows with his growth , and ſtrengthens with his 

099. 2] ſtrength: - = Be 
So, caſt and mingled with his very frame, | 2 1 
The Mind's diſeaſe, in RUL1NG Asso came: / 
Each vital humour; which should feed thearhole, 
Soon flows to this, in body and in ſoul; 140 
Whatewer warms the heart, or fills the head, 
As the mind opens, and its functions ſpread, = 
333 n her zn rous art, 


The vaſt alone, the wonderful, the wild: 


Another ſighs for harmony, and grace, 
And gentleſt beauty, Hence when lightning fires 
The arch of heav'n, and thunders rock the ground; 
When furious whirlwinds rend the 228 air, 
And ocean groaning from the loweſt bed, 
Heaves his tempeſtnous billows to the ſky; , 
Amid the mighty uproar, while below 
The nations tremble , - Shakeſpear looks abroad 
From ſome high cliff, ſuperior and enjoys 
The elemental war. But Waller longs 
All on the margin of ſome flowry ſtreaks 
To ſpread his careleſs limbs, amid the col 
Of plantane Shades DT 
8 Pleaſures of Imagination 2. nr v. 346. 
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And pours: it all uon the peecant. part, Wh ant 
Nature its mother. Habit isgits nurſe; | 445 
wir Spirit; Faculties, but make it worſe; | 
Reaſon itſelf but gives it edge and po-wr; 
As Heav'n's bleſt beam turns vinegar more ſow'er. 
We, wretched ſubjects tho to lawful 8 
In this weak queen, ſome fav xite ſtill obey: 159 
Ab! if she lend not arms, as well as rules, 
at can she more than tell us we are fools? 
Teach us to mourn our Nature, not to mend, 
A sharp accuſer, but a helpleſs friend! | 
Or from awudge turn pleader, to perſuade 155 
The choice we make, or juſtify it made; . 
Proud of an eaſy conqueſt all along, | 
She bur removes weak paſſions for ihe es. i 
So, when ſmall humours gather to a gout, nA” 
The doctor fancies he has driv'n them ou. 180 
Yes, Nature's road muſt ever be prefer'd; 
| Reaſon is here no guide, but ſtill a guard; 
'Tis hers to reQtify, not overthrow, 
And treat this paſſion more as friend than foet 
A mightier Pow'r the ſtrong direction ſends, 165 
And ſev'ral Men impels to ſev'ral ends: Ns 
Like varying winds, by other paſſions toſt, 
This drives themieonſtant to a certain coaſt. 
Let pow'r or knowledge, gold or glory, pleaſe, 5 
Or (oft more ſtrong than all) the love of cale; - 170 
Thro life tis follow d, ev 'n at life's ex penee 


* enen; 


Erigrht; Its | 
The merchant's toil, che ſage's: indolenee,,- _ 


The monk's humility z the hero's pride, 1 . 


12 


All, all alike, find Res lon dn their ſide. 11 
Th Eternal Art edueing gaod from * SPEAR Pk 5 


Grafts on this Paſſion, ogr beſt principle: Fay 


'Tis thus the Mereuty of Man is fix d, 05 Hoe er 
Strong grows the Virtue with; his nature mix d; 


The dtvſs cements what elſe were too refin d, 4 


And in one intereſt body as. with wind. * L 90 


A 


As fruits, ungrateful ro the planrer's care. "A 
On ſavage ſtocks inſerted, learn to bear; I "34 
The ſureſt Virtues thus from Paſſions. hot, ns 51d 
Wild Nature's vigor working. at the root; „ Fele 
What crops of wit and honeſty appear, . 185 
From ſpleen, from obſtinacy, hate, or fear! dicke Ir 
See anger, zeal and fortitude ſupply ; . .. baia 
Ev'n av'riee, prudenee; sloth, Phuloſophy; 5. 300 Aeg. 
Luſt, tro ſome certain ſtrainers well 10 * mr 
Is gentle leve, and charms all womankind; _ 50 
Envy, to which th ignoble mind's a clave . | 


Is emulation in the learn'd or. braye; 5 1 


Nor Virtue; male or female, an we name, RIF 


But what will grow on Pride; 555 dr grow och Shame, pe 
IV: Thus Nature gives, ag (let it it check. FI 
pride) 4195 
The virtue neareſt to Gur vice ally d: 
Reaſon the þyas turns to good from ill, EE 
And Nero reigns a Tias, if he will. 2 47 2 43h 
. 92 Wt Sd Dino tv ] ô e 
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34 BIS TIR II. 


The fiery ſoul abhor'd in Catiline, 
la Decius charms, in Curtius is divine: 
The ſame-ambition can deſtroy or „ | 

And makes u patriot, as it makes a knave. 
This light and darkneſs in our chaos join'd, 
What shall divide ? The God within the mind. 
Extremes in Nature equal ends produce, 205-. 
In Man they join to ſome myſterious uſe; 
Tho each by turns the other's bound invade, 

As, in ſome well-wrapghr picture, light and shade, 
And oft ſo mix, the diff rence is too nice 

| Where ends the Virtue, or begins the Vice. 210 
Fools! who from hence into the notion fall, 
That Vice or Virtue there is none ar all. 

If white and black blend; ſoften, and unite 

A thouſand ways, is there no black or white? | 

Ask your own heart, and nothing is fo plain; 215 
Tis to miſtake them, coſts the time and pain. 

v. Viee is a monſter of fo frightful mien, 

As, tobe hated, needs but to be ſeen; 

Yet ſeen too oft, familiar with her face, 

We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace. 220 
Bur where th Extreme of vice, was neer agreed! 
= Ak 3 the North? at 2 tis on ö 
1 . ä | In 


CANE: 


_— 


v. 200. Decins- certics, two Means; who with rent nx 
diry devoted themſelves to death for their country,. 

V. a4. Ged within the mind a Platonic phraſe for Conſcience, 
V. 222. Tweed a river in che South of Scotland. 


oe 


Ts 


1” 


Rvtveie 1 34 


10 Scotland; af the Oteades; und ther; 


At Greenland: Zemble or the Lord | 3 Whey: 


But thinks his neighbour bender gone . he 
Ev'a thoſe who AWell beneath its very zone, ' 
Or never feel the tage; or never vwh; of T 
What happier tidtutes Shrink at with äffrigkt; 
The hard inhabitänt Ediiteids is fight. 

Virtuous and vitious ev'ty Man inuſt be, 


Few in tk extreme; but all in the degree; A 
The rogue ind fool | by firs is fair and wiſe; a 
And ev'n the beſt, by fits, what they deſpiſe; «FP 
Tis but by parts we follew good oe ill; 2386 
For, Vice or Virtüe; Self directs it till; - 74 
Each individual ſeeks a ſev'ral goal; 5 | 

Vi Biit HEAvV'S' s great view is One; and mak the 

" "—_ 

That conifer - works each folly and tapfice; & t 
That diſappoints th effeft of ev ry vice; 340 


That; happy frallties to all tinks apply 45 
Shame to the virgin; to thie matroñ pride z. 
57 fear '% 


| v. 23, Virtaout and vicious every Mai muſt bs; a fins refle- 
Gion to ſiibdis that petulant contempt and unmerited averfioh 
which then too eu entertain aglinſt each other ; and which 
diminisi and deſtroy the ſocial iffection. Our emulation, out 
jealouſy or envy; should be reſtrained in a great meaſure, by a 
conilant teſolution of bearing always in our minds the lovely fide | 


of every ciiarecter. The compleatiy evil are as rare as. the per- 


fealy virtuous ; thies e dinjadis e n.. 
Plato obſerves in his Phador. | 


36 Er rerte 4h .. 
Fear to the ſtateſman ; rashneſs to the chief, 
To kings preſumption, and to erotyds belief: 
Thar, Virtue s. ends from vanity can raiſe, 
Which ſeeks no int reſt, no reward but praiſe; 
And build on wants. and on defeRs.of mind, 
The joy, the peace, the glory of Mankind. 
Heav'n forming each on other to depend, 
"A:maſter, or a ſervant, or a friend, Fed 250 
Bids each on other for aſſiſtance call, | 
Till one Man's weakneſs grows the ſtrengch of all, 
Wants, frailties, paſſions, cloſer ſtill ally | 
The common int'reſt ,- or endear the tie. ö 
Top theſe we owe true friendship, love ſineere, 255 
Each home - felt joy chat life inherits here; 
Yer from the ſame we learn „in its nn 
tl 187) N L721 1 21 Thoſe 


V. 249. Heav'n forming each & e. „The young of moſt other 
kinds, are inſtantly helpful to themſelves, ſenſible, vigorous, ktiow 
G to shun danger, and ſeek their good: A human infant is of 
all the moſt helpleſs, weak, infirm. And wherefore should ir not 
| have been ſo ordered? Where is the loſs in ſuch à ſpecies? Or 
what is man the worſe for that defect amitſt ſuch large ſupplies? 
Does not this defect engage him the more ſtrongly to ſociety, and 
force him to own chat he is purpoſely, and not by accident, 
made rational and ſoclable; and can no otherwiſe ittcreafe or ſub- 
fiſt, © chan in that ſocial intercourſe and community which is his 
marural ſtate? Is ndt both conjugal affection, and natural affection 
to parents, duty to magiſtrates, love of a common city, commu- 
nity, ot country, with the other duties and ſocial parts of life, 
deduced from hence, and founded in theſe very wants? What can 
be happier than ſuch a' deficiency; as it is the occaſion of Wo 
much good? What better than. a want fo abundantly made up, 
and anſwered by ſo many enjoyments? Schaftesburyt Motalifts, ! 
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ef knowing our imperfections. 


E S . RB. II. 37 
Thoſe joys; thoſe loves; thoſe int reſts to reſign ?; 


Taught half by Reaſon, half by mere decay, r 


To welcome death; and calmy paſs away, 260 
Whate er the Paſſion, knowledge, fame, or pelf. 
Not one will change his neighhour with humſel. 1 
The learn'd is happy nature to explore. 
The fool is happy that he hnows no more 
The rich is happy in the plenty gw n, 28 
The poor eontenis him with the care of Heavin, 
See the blind beggar dance, the eripplo ſing yas 1338 
The ſot à hero, lũnatid a lng; 07 uid ar ff 


The ſtarving chemiſt in his golden views 


Supremely bleſt, the poet in his Muſe, 90 
See fome ſtrange comfort ev'ry (tare attend, = 
And pride beſtow'd on all, a common friend: 8; At 
See ſome fit paſſion ev ry age ſupply, perv 
Hope travels three“, not quits u hen we ar 
Behold the child, by nature's kindly law, 275 
Pleas'd with a rattle, tickled with a ſtraw: 
Some livelier play thing gives his youth delight, 
A little louder, but as empty quite: | 
Searfs, garters, gold, amuſe bis riper ſtage, 
And beads and pray r- books are the toys of age: 280 
Pleas'd with. this bauble ſtill, as that before; 
Tilt tir'd he sleeps, and Life's poor play is Oer. 
Mean - while Opinion gilds with varying rays 
C 3. Thoſe 


V. 23a. 4nd pride beftowed on all to ſave. us che. humiliation 
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OF the Nature and State of Man with- 
reſpect to Society. — 


JL. THE whole Univerſe one ſyſtem of Society, 
v. 7 &, Nothing made wholly for itſelf, nor yet 
wholly for another, v. 37, Me Ip of Ani- 
mals mutual, v. 49. LE Reaſon or Inſtinſt operate 
alſo to Society, in alt animalr, v. 79. III. How 
far Society carried by Inflinf, v. 109. How muck 
farther by Reaſon, v. 231. N Of that n ir 
called the State of Nature, v. 147. Reaſon infiru- 
Fed by Inflinft in the ſavontion of Arts, v. 169. 
And in the Forms: of Society, v. 179. PF. Origin 
of Politicat Societies, v. 199. Origin of Monarchy, 
v. 210. Patviarchat governmant, v. 215. VL Ori- 
gin of true Religion and Gavernment, from the /ame. 
principle, of Love; v. 235. &. Origin of fuper- 


Fition and Thranny from the ſame prindiple , of 
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3 EPISTLE: — 
Fire then we reſt:? „The aber kl dan nf 
„Adds to one end, bur acts by various laws. * : ; 1 

In all the madneſs of fuperflugus health? ; 


45-8 
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The trim of pride, the impulence de weh, * 4 
Let this great truth be prefent night and day; 1 "x 


| Nut molt bs preſent; if we preach ort man 
L Look round our "World 3 debe the eu. of 


; Combining.at below as all phe 4 fl. 20 1 of - 

. See phaſtic Nature working to this end. 
The ſingle atoms each to other tend, 
Attract, attrabbed to, the next in place 


Form d and impell d its neighbour to pg 


on 


See Matter dext; with, various life eagu'd, - ot bs 


Preſs to one centre ſtill, the gen'ral Goog, 8 
See dying vegetables life ſuſtain, ©' 2 2 N 
| Ser hid diſſolving veggrue ein: e 
All forms that perish other: forms Aut act ebe 
OF. Ars N atch the viral breath, 0 wg” em 
5 a 5 5 2 W oY $ * EST Like 
‚ v. 18. — e 6 p 
15 -Gſtain the animals, and: When the e oF ule Ce Glebred, 
Wer again. raiſe che vegerable world, "+ ny 
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y2  FErisrLE III. 


Like bubhles an the ſea of Matter born, * 

They riſe, they break, and ta that ſea return. 2 

Nothing is foreign; Parts relate ta whole; - 

One all· extending, all · preſerving ſoul 

ConneQs each being, greate(t with the leaſt; 

Made Beaſt in aid of Man, and Man of Beaſt; 

Alt ferv'd, all wing: nothing ſtands, alone: 5 

The chain holds on, and Where it ends, unknown. 
Has Gad, thay. fool! work'd ſolely for thy good. 

Thy joy thy paſtime, thy attire, thy food? , | 

Who for. thy table feeds the anton fw... 

For him as kindly ſpread the 8 lawn. 30 


h inde rained: 
Joy tunes his voice, joy elevates his wings. 


Is ir for thee, the linger pours. his throat 


© HET C8 
. * 


y * 
114 =: 3 V N 
Loves 
* 
111 


N 27. ane „ ahh 3 


things. in..this world, were made for cha immediane. uſe uf man 


alone, tun tun themſelves into inextricable difficutties, Mam indeed is 
the head of this lower part of creation. and perhaps it was de- 
baned to be abſolutely- under his command. But that all things 
here tend direQly- vo. his. own ule, is. neither eaſy nor neceſſary, 
00 be groved. Lame. manifeſtly: ſerve. for the food and ſypport of 
others. whoſe. ſouls may be neceſſary to- prepare and preſerve their 
bodies for: thay pixpoſt and may at the ſame time be happy in ® 
eopſcjouſheſs of their own, exiſtepce, It is. probable. they are in- 
tended to promote. each, others. good reciprocally > Nay, man hicks, 
ſelt contributes to the happineſs, unc bettets the condition. of the 
beutes in ſeveral. reſpefts, by cultivating ant improving the ground, 
by \waighing+ the. faxſons,, by proteRiing- and providing for them, 
when thay ere able Em 1 eee Kings 


8 — F Evil. r $8 


or 


And helps, 


KF 7 oer 


EIS TL III. 43 


Loves of his on and raptures fell the nate. 
The bounding ſteed you pompously beſtride 33 
Shares with his lord the pleaſure and the pride. 
Is thine alone the ſeed that ſtrews the plain? 
The birds of heav'n shall vindicare their grain. 
Thine the full harveſt aß the golden year? 


Part pays, and juſtly, the deſerving Reer; 


The hag, that plows not, nor obeys thy call, 


-Lives on the labours of this lord of all. 


Kngw, Nature's children shall divide her care; _ 
The fur that warms. a monarch, Warm d a hear. 
While Man exclaims, «See all things for my ule; = 4s 
v See man for mine! replies eee 
And juſt as short of reaſon He muſt fallt. 


Who thinks all made far one, nut ane for al. 


Grant, that the-pow'rful ſtill the weak n a 
Be Man the Wit and Tyrant of the whole? 3080 
Nauite that Tyrant checks; He anly kuꝗ]ꝗ-rW , 
another eteature a Wants and wWaes. 

Say, will the falcon, ſtooping from above 
Smit with her varying plumage» ſpare the dave? 
Admixes tha jay the inſecs gilded wings? f 


Or hears the hawk when Fhilomela ſing ?: 


Man cares for all; ta birda he given his «+ etch } 
To, beaſts his paſtures . and ta fich his floods; 
For ſome his int reſt prompts him ta provide. 
For more his pleaſure, yet for mate r. 

n on n and enjoy © ona 
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© Ferse III. 
Th' extenſive bleſſing of his luxury. 


That very life, his learned hunger craves,. 


He ſaves from famine, from the ſavage ſaves; 

Nay, feaſts the animal, he dooms his feaſt , 65 
And, till he ends the being, makes ir bleſt; 

Which ſees no more the ſtroke, or feels the pain, 
Than favour'd Man by touch etherial slain. 
The creature had his feaſt of life beſore; | 
Thou too muſt perish, when thy feaſt is der! 70 

To each unthinking being, Heav'n a friend, 

Gives not the uſeleſs knowledge of its end; 
To man imparts it; but with fuch a vi exp, 
As, while he dreads it, makes him hope it too: 


The hour conceal d, and ſo remote the fears, 7 
Death ſtill draws nearer, never . uf 


Grem ſtanduig miracle] char Heavin:allign'd : 


Its only thinking thing this turn of mind. 0 24 


II. Whether with Reaſon, or with Inſtinſt bleſt, 


Know, all enjoy that power which ſuits _—_— bet go 
To bliſs alike hy ckat diveQion tend, 86, 


And find fa ola UA 4H CEP 
Say , where falkidaftint is tht unerring guide, 


What Pope or Couutitcaw they need beſide? 


Reaſon, however able, cool at beſ, 3835 


Cares not ſorcſervicel, or bup ſerxæt hen Na. ut 


Stays till eva d, and then not n mot 50k 

Bat honelt in ſtiti & comes a volunteer, 

Sure uever to N shoot, bur juſt to bat to He UA 
T White 


This too ſerves always, Reaſon never long; 


* 
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While ſtil} too wide or short is human Witz *. 90 


Sure by quick Nature happineſs to gain, 611 off'D 
Which heavier Reaſon labours at in. vain. at 


One muſt go right, the other may go wrong. 


See then the acting and comparing pow'rs "93 f 


One in their nature; which are two in ours; 
And Reaſon raiſe o'er Inſtintt as you can, 
In this tis God directs, in that tis Man. 

Who taught the nations of the field and wood 
To shun their poiſon, and to chuſe their food? 100 
Preſcient, the tides or tempeſts to withſtand, + 
Build on the wave, or arch beneath the ſand ? 

Who made the ſpider parallels deſign, 

Sure as Demoivre, without rule or line? % A. 

Who bid the ſtork, Columbus like; explore 105 

Heav'ns not his own, and worlds unknown before? 

Who calls the counell, ſtates the certain day, 

Who forms the phalanx, and who points the way? 
III. God, in the nature of each being, founds 

Its proper bliſs, and ſets its proper bounds: 110 

But as he fram'd a Whole; the Whole to bleſs, | 

On mutual Wants built mutual Happineſs: 


Sd from rhe: firſt, eternal ORDER ran, 


And creature link'd to creature, man to man. 
Whate er of life all · quick ning ether keeps; 15 
Or breath 's thro' air, or shoots beneath the deeps, 


„* - # * F FE 
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. 104. Demoibre a 158 mathematic ian. 
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Or pours profuſe on earth, one nature feeds N | 
| The vital flame, and ſwells the genial ſeeds. 
Not man alone, but all that roam the wood; | 
Or wing the sky, or roll along the flood, +46 
Each loves itſelf; but not itlelf alone, e 672) 
Fach ſex deſires alike, till two ate one. 
Nor ends the pleaſure with the fierce embrace + 
They love themſalves, a third time, in their rate. 
Thus beaſt and bird their common charge attend; 13g 
The mothers nurſe it, and the fires defend; 
The young diſmiſs'd to wander earth or air, 
There ſtops the Inſtinct, and there ends the care; 
The link diſſolves, each ſeeks a fresh embrace; 


_ Another love ſuttends; another race. 130 
2 A longer care Man's helpleſs lind demands; 
1 That longer care conttacts more laſtiig bands: 


4 Reflection, Reaſon; ſtill che tles improve; 

N Ar once extend the Int reſt, and the love; 

f With choice we fix, with ſympathy We burn; . 135 

_ Each Virtue in each Paſſion rakes. its turn; 

9 And ſtill new needs, new helps; new habits riſe; 

ix j That graft benevolence on charities. — 

* Still as one brood, and as another roſe; - | 
Theſe nat tal love maintain d; habitual thoſe: 140 


The laſt, ſcarce ripen'd inro perfelt Man; Hels 
Saw helpleſs him from whom their life began: 
Mem' ry ny fore-caſt juſt returtis engage; | 
That pointed back ro 8 this on to age; 
While 


= Epigrus Ut 47 


While pleaſure, gratitude , and hope, combin'd, 148 


Still ſpread the int reſt, and preſerv d the kinck. 
IV. Nor think, in Naruxxs Sarg they blindly 
trod; x 
The ee Arenen of God: *. 
Selv-love and Social ar her birth began, 


Union the bond of all things, and of Man. 130 


Pride then was not; nor Arts, that Pride to aid; 
Man walk'd with beaſt, joint tenant of the shade; - 
The fame his table, and the ſame his bed; | 

No murder cloath'd him, and no murder fed. 8 
In the ſame temple, the reſounding wood, 158 
All vocal beings hymn'd their equal God: + 

The shrine with gore unſtain d, with gold undreſt; 
Unbrib'd, unbloody, ſtood the blameleſs prieſt 
Heav'n's attribute was Univerſal Care, oy 
And man's perogative to rule, bur ſpare, 160 
Ah! how unlike the man of times to come! 

Of half thar live the butcher and the tomb 
Who; foe to Nature, hears the gen'ral groan, 


Murders their WO and WS his own, | | 


Rur 


V. 152, Ge. This pallige is highly fniched. There is from 
theſe lines to the end of this epiſtle more imagery, thin In any 


other part of the aſſay, The origin of the eohnexionis fir: ſocial 


life , the account of the ſtate of nature, the riſe and effects" of ſu- 


perſtitien and tyranny, and the reſtoration of true religion; 14 
juſt government, are ſome of the beſt pieces of english poetry. 


V. 158. Unbloody food the blameleſt. prieſt, this can not juſtly | 


be ſaid from any period 6 Ee x __ ger are * 
tradition. 


8 ** 
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Bur juſt diſeaſe to luxury ſueceeds ;: 


And ev'ry death its own avenger breeds: 
The Fury paſſions from that blood began; 
And turn'd on Man a fiercer ſavage, Man. 

See him from Nature riſing slow to Art! 1 
To copy Inſtinct then was Reaſon's part 170 
Thus then to Man thie voiee of Nature ſpake - 
„Go, from the Creatures thy inſtruttions take: 
„Learn from the birds, what food the thickets yield; 
Learn from the beaſts the phyſic of the field; 

» Thy arts of building from the bee receive; 171 

Learn of the mole to plow, the worm to weave; 

„Learn of the little Nautilus ts fail, 

„Spread the thin Gar, and eateh the driving gale. 

„ Here too all forms of ſocial union find, 14 

; And hence let Reaſon, late, inſtruct Mankind: 186 

Here ſubterranean works-and cities ſee; 8005 

„There to\wns aerial on the waving tree; 

zz Learn each ſmall People's genius; policies; 

„ The Ant's republic; and the realm of Bees; 

„How thoſe in eomon all their wealth beſtow; 183 

„And Anarchy without eonfuſion know z | 
05 35 And 


V. 177. Nautilus, 4 chell Worm. of which hare 0 . 17 
Species detected. The back of thee shell is formed like the keel 
of à ship. They creep at the bottom of the ſea,- with che ope- 
ning of the shell turned down; they mount to the ſurface, turn 
their keel downwards pump the water out, of the shell, and tow 
with their: hind ernte as with, dars, If Storms N . rake 
water and fink again , to the bottom. 
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v And thefe 158 ever; tho' a Monarch Teiges . 
„ Their ſep'rate cells and properties maintain. * 

„ Mark what unvary'd laws preſerve zach ſtate; 
„Laws wile as Nature ; and as fix'd 4s Fate: 198 
„ In vain thy Reaſon finer webs shall dra we 
„ Entangle Juſtiee in her net of Law; 9 

» And right; too rigid, harden into wrong; 

v Still for the ſtrong too weak; the weak too Krong: 

zz Yet go! and thus o'er all the creatüres ſway, 1 193 
„Thus let the wiſer make che reſt obey; T 
„And fer thoſe Artz; mere Inſtintt could afford; 


+ Be crown'd as Monarchs; or as Gods ador'd. 9 


v. Great Nature ſpoke j obſervant Men obey dj 
Cities were built, Sorietles were male 280 
Here role one little ſtate, another near - * be 
Grew by like means, and join d, thro' ade or kart 
Did here the trees with ruddier burdens bend, 
And there the ſtreams In purer rills deſcend? ? 
What War could ravish, Comineree could beſtow? 263 
And he return'd «4 frlend, who eimie ä foe: © © 
Convefſe and Love mankind might ſtrongly * 4 
When Love was Liberty, and Nature Law. 
Thus States were form Yd; an name of King unkiiowhy 

2 | 1.) 7:11 


1141 


V. 206. When love was liberty 5: When men had ha Held te 
guar] their native liberty from their governors by civil paQtiotis 3 
the love which each maſter of a fainily had for thoſe under his 
D264 £2 120 ; IJ u 
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Till common int reſt plae d the ſway in one. 210 

"Twas VikTVE ONLY. (or in arts or arms, 

Diffuſing bleſſings, or averting harms) 

The ſame, which in a Sire the Sons obey'd, 

A Prince the Father of a People made. 
Till chen, by Nature erown'd, each Patr arch 

Jar: | 218 

king prieſt, and parent of his growing ſtare; - 

On him, their ſecond: Providence, they hung, 

Their law his eye, their oracle his tongue. 

He from the wond'ring furrow call'd the food, 


= 


' Taught to command the fire, eontroul the flood, 220 


Draw forth the monſters of th' abyſs profound; 
Or Fetch th' aerial eagle to the ground. 
Til drooping, ſiek ning, dying they began 


whom they rever'd as God to mourn as Man: 


Then, looking up from fire to fire, explord 225 
One great firſt father, and that firſt ador d. 

plain tradition, that this All begun, 
Convey d unbroken faith from ſire o ſon; 
The worker from the work diſtin was known, 
And ſimple Reaſon never ſought but One: 230 
Ere Wir oblique had broke that ſteddy light, 
Man, like his Maker, ſaw that all was right; 
To Virtue in the paths of Pleaſure trod, 
And own'd a Father when he own'd a God, 


\ 


VI. 


v. 231. Exe Wit oblique r. alludes to the eſtas of the pris 
enatic glaſs on the tays of licht. 
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| True faith; true policy; ; united Faß; 
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. 462744 4 Mid-.3 235 
For! Nature n no right divine in Wien; AS. 
No ill could fear in God; and underſtood ee 


A ſov reign being bur at Tov' reign good. 

That was büt love of God, and this bf Man. 240 
Who firſt thanght ſouls tnslav'd and reals 0 

| done? 277 

Thi ehorfiidiis Fair 12 maß made for one, 

Thar proud exception to all Nature's laws; 

T invert the world; and counter>Work i uts Cauſe, 

Force firſt made Cennet 3 aud that conqueſt. 3 

Law; 145 

Till Superſtition delle the rast avs, 

Then shar'd the Tyranny; then lent it aid, 

And Gods of.Conqu'rors; Slaves of Subjetts; made: P 

She 'midſt the light'r nifg's blaze, and thutider's ſound; 

Wheti rock'd the mountains; and when proan'e d the 

f | ground? 

She tivght the weak to bend; the proud to prays, 2 TY 

To.Pow'r unſeen; and miighitier far than they: 

She; from the rending earth and bürſting . 

Saw Gods deſcend; and fiends infernal riſe: - 

Here fix d the dreadful , there the bleſt abodes; 355 


oF 


Fear made her Devils; and weak Hope her Gods; 


Gods partial; changeful, paſſ onitez unjuſt; 


Whole attributes were Rage Revenge, or Luſt ; 


D 2 Such 


we 
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Such as the ſouls of cowards might conceive,  . 
And, form'd like tyrants, tyrants would believe. a 
Zeal then, not charity, became the guide; , e 
And hell was built on ſpite, and heav'n on pride. 
Then ſacred ſeem'd th erherial vault no- more; 

Altars grew marble then, and reek'd with gore: , 
Then Firſt che Flamen taſted living food; 265 

Next his grim idel ſmear d with e, blood; 

With heav'n's own thunders shook the world below, 

And play'd the God an engine on his for 
So drives Self - love, thro':juſt and thro' unjuſt, . 

To one Man's pow'r, ambition, lucre; luſt: 270 

The ſame Self - love, in all, becomes the cauſe 

Of what reſtrains him, Government and Laws. 

For, what one likes if others like as well, 

What ſerves one will, when many wills rebel? 

How shall he keep, whar sleeping or awake, 275 

A weaker may ſurpriſe, a ſtronger take? 

_ His ſafety muſt his liberty reſtrain:  _.- - 

All join to guard what each defires to gain, 

Forc'd into virtue thus by Self-defence, 

Ev'n Kings learn'd juſtice and benevolence: 280 

Self - love forſook the path it firſt purſu'd, +250 

And found the private in the public good. 

"Twas then, the ſtudious head or gen'rous mind, 
Follow'r of God or friend of human · kind, 57 
Poet or Patriot, roſe but to reſtore 285 


The 


v. 265. Flamen. prieſt of the ancient romans, 


* 
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The Faith and Moral, Nature gave beforem: 


Re · lum' d her ancient light, not kindled new; 

If not God's image, yet his shadow dre ::: 

Taught Pow'rs due uſe to People and to Kings, 

Taught nor to slack, nor ſtrain its tender ftrings, - 296 

The leſs, or greater, ſet fo juſtly true, 

That touching ene muſt ſtrike the other too; 

Till jarring int'reſts, of themſelves create 

Th' according muſie of a well - mix'd State. 

Such is the World's great harmony, that fprings 295 

From Order, Union, full Conſent of things: 

Where ſmall and. great, where weak and mighty, 
| , made 

To ſerve, not fuffer ; ſtrengthen, nor invade; 

More pow'rful each as needful to the reſt, 

And, in proportion as it bleſſes, bleſt; 300 

Draw to one pomt, and to one centre bring 

Beaft, Man, or Angel, Servant, Lord, or King. 

For Forms of Government let fools conteſt; 

Whate'er is beſt adminiſter , is beſt: 

For Modes of Faith let gracelefs zealots fight; 305 

His cant be wrong whoſe life is in the right: 

In Faith and Hope the world wil diſagree, 

But alt Mankind's concern: is Chariry: 

All muſt be falſe that thwart this One great End; 

And all of God, that bleſs Mankind, or mend. 310 

Man, like the gen rous vine, ſupported lives; 
D 3 The 
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EPISTLE IV. 


1 the Nature and State of Man wick 
reſpect to Happinels 


1 FALSE: Notions of Happineſs ; Philoſophicat 2 
Popular, anſwered from, v. 9. ſqq : I. tt it the 
End of alt Men, and attainable by-all, v. 29. Cott 
intends Happineſs ta be equal; and ta be ſo, it muſt 
be. ſocial, fince all particular Hoppineſ+ depends on g. 
werah, and ſince be governs by general, nat particular 
Laws, v. 41. At it is neceſſary. for Order, ant the 
peace and wolfare of Society. that external goods 
chould be unequal; Happineſs is not made ta canſift 
in the/e, v. 4%. But, notwithſlanding- that inequa- 
lity ,, the balance: of Hoppinęſt among Mankind it kept 
even by Providetice,, by the two Paſſions of Hope 
and Fear, v. 67. III. What the Happineſs of los 
dividuals is, as far as it confifent with the conflitt- 
tion of this. wor id; and that the good Man, has lere 
the advantage, v. 75. The error of inputting ta 
Vuctue what are: only the calamitier of Nature, or of 
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Ac N. The folly .of expeBting that 
God hould he his general Laws in favour of par- 
fticulars, V. 111. F. That we are not judges, whe 
are good; but fh whoever: they org. they muft bs 
hoppieft, v. 131. &. VE That external goods arg 
not the proper rewards, but often inconfiflent with, 
er defiruBtive of Virtue, v. 1g1. - That even theſe 
3 can make no. Man happy. without Virtue: Inflonced in 
F Riches, v. 187. Honours, v. 195. Nobility, v. 20%. 
Hi Greatneſs, v. 219. Fame, v. 239. Superior Ta- 
lents, v. 261. &e. With pilfures of human Inn 
Falioity in Men poſſeſſed of them all. V. 27% &. 
N That Virtus only conflitutes a Happinefe, whoſe 
10bjef# is uniyerſal, and ue proſper? eternal, v. 313, 
"That: the perfection f Virtue; and Happineſs ronfifts 
i 4g canformiry to the ORDER of PROVIDENCE 
here, and g Rebgnation ta it lere * unn 5 
v. 0. . 
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On Have. —_ our being's end and im) 


Good, Pleaſure, Eafe, Content! whate'er thy name; 


That fomerhing ſtill, which prompts th'eternal hgh, 
For.which we boar to live, or dare to die, 

Which till ſo near us, yet beyond us lies, | 4 
Oer. look d, ſeen double, by the fool, and wiſe. 
Plant of celeſtial feed! if dropt below, 

Say, in what mortal foi theu deigu'ſt to grow? 

I. Fair op'ning to ſome Court's. propitious shine, 
Or deep with di'monds in the flaming mine, 10 
Twin'd with the wreaths Parnaſſian lawxels yield, 

Or reap'd in iron harveſts of the field > 


Where grows? — where grows it not? If vain our toil 


We ought to blame the culture, not the foul; 
Fix'd to no ſport is happineſs ſincere, 11 
"Tis no where to be found, or evry where: | 

Tis never da be bought, bur always free, | 
And fied from monarchs, Sr. Joan! dwells with thes, 
Ask of the Learn'd the way > The Learn d are bind: 
This bids to ſerve, and that to shun mankind,” 20 
Some place the bliſs in ation, ſome in caſe, 
| Ds Thafe- : 


v. 20. &. Theſe verſes contain a " of the Wiſe page 
fuits after happineſs, amongſt che Greek philoſophers... 


58  EyrsTLe IV. 


Thoſe call it Pleaſure, and Contentment theſe; 

Some ſunk to Beaſts, find pleaſure end in pain; 

Some {well'd ta Gods, confeſs ev'n Virtue vain; 

Or indolent, to each extreme they fall, 28 
To truſt in ev'ry thing, or doubt of all, 

Wo thus define it, ſay they more or leſs 

Than this, that Happineſs is Happineſs? 8. 

II. / Take Nature's path, and mad Qpinion's leave, 

All ſtates can reach it, and all heads conceive; 30 

Ohvious her goods, in no extreme they dwell; 

There needs but thinking right, and meaning well; 

And mourn, our various portions as we pleaſe, 

Equal is Common Senſe, and Common Eaſe. 
Remember, Man, «che Univerſal Cauſe 35 

„Abts not by partial, but by gen'ral laws; 

And makes what Happineſs. we juſtly call 

Subſiſt not in the good of ane, but all, 

There's not a bleſſing, Individuals find, 

But ſome way leans and hearkens to the kind; 40 
o Bandit fierce, no Tyrant mad with pride, 

x cavern d Hermit, reſts ſelf- ſatisfy d: 

Who. moſt to shun or hate Mankind pretend, 

Seek an admirer, or would fix a friend: 

Abſtract wha others feel, what others think, 45 

All pleaſures ſicken, and all glories ſink: 

Each has his share; and who would mare obtain, 

Shall find, the . pays nat half the pain. 

np is Heav'n's firſt law; and this confeſt, 

a Some 


EPIS TEE IV. 59 


Some are; and muſt be, greater than the reſt, 30 


More rich, more wiſe; but who infers from hence 
Thar ſuch are happier, shocks all common ſenle. 
Heay'n to, Mankind infſfſartial we confeſs, 

If all are equal in their Happineſs: 

But mutual wants this Happineſs increaſe; v5 
All Nature's diff rence keeps all Nature's peace, 
Condition, circumſtanee 1s nor the thing; 

Bliſs is the ſame in ſubjeQ or in King, 

In who obtain defence, or who defend, 

In him wha is, or him who finds a friend: 60. 


Heav'n breathes thro! ey'ry member of the whole 


One common bleſſing , as one common ſoul. 
Bur Forrqe's $ gifts if each alike poſſeſt, 


And each were equal, muſt nat all conteſt? 


If chen ta all Men Happineſs was meant, 65 
God in Externals could not place Content. 

Forrune her gifts may variously diſpoſe, 
And theſe be happy call'd, unhappy thoſe; 
But Heay'n's juſt balance equal will appear, 
While thoſe are plac'd in Hope, and theſe in Fear: 70 
Not preſent good or ill, the] joy or curſe, | 


But future views of better, or of worſo. 


On fons of earth! attempt ye ſill ta riſe, 
By mauntains pil d on mountains, to the skies d 
Heav'n ſtill with laughter the vain toil ſurveys,. 7 
And buries madmen in the heaps they raiſe. 
III. Know, all che good that individuals find, 
Oe 


. 60 - Er ISTLE; W 


Or God and Nature meant to mere Mankind, tr 
| Reaſon's whole pleaſure, all the joys of Senſe, 


Lie in three words, Health, Peace, and Competence. 80 | 


But Health conſiſts with Temperance alone; - - 
And Peace, oh Virtue! Peace is all thy own. , 
The good or bad the gifts of Fortune gain: | 
Bur theſe leſs taſte them, as they worſe obtain. 


«a 


Say, in purſuit of profit or delight, | 85 | 


Who risk the maſt, that take wrong means, or right? 
Of Vice or Virtue, whether bleſt or curſt, W 
Which meets contempt, or which campaſſon firſt? 
Count all th advantage proſp'rous Vice attaius, 
'Tis but what Virtue flies from, and diſdains: 90 
And grant the had what happineſs they wou'd, 
One they muſt want, which is, to paſs for good. 
Oh blind to truth, and God's whole ſcheme below, 
Who fancy Bliſs. to Vice, to Virtue Woe! 
Who. ſecs and follows that great ſcheme the beſt, 93 
Beſt knows the bleſſing, and will moſt be bleſt. 
But fools, the Good alone, unhappy call, 
For. ills or accidents that chance to all. 
See FALKLAND dies the virtuous and the juſt! 
v. 99. Fallend (Count of) was | ſecretary of ſtate, to Charles 
the I. this man copſerxed as well at court as in the heigheſt pub- 
lick charges, that, piety and juſtice, "which are ſo very ſeldom to 


bo meet with, His genius and learning were equat to his moral 


character; being perſetly acquainted: wich the greek and roman k- 
terature. He was killed in che battle af Newbury againſt the re- 
dels, dying with the innocence of youth, but wich. the 


ad virtue of old age. 


o- 
EypisTLE TV. 561 


See god - ke 9 proſtrate on che e dall 

See StD NEV hleeds amid the martial ſtrife! 1 b 

Was this their Virtue, or Contempt of Life? 

Say, was it Virtue, more tho Heav'n ne'er gave, 

Lamented D163 v! ſunk thee to the grave? 

Tell me, if Virtue made the Son expire, bo 

Why, full of days and honour, lives the Sire? 

Why drew nn god my purer breath, 
in When 


V. 100. Oele Tureune this 125 has a 3 * d 
the great man to whom it is applied not being diſtinguished, from 
other generals, for any of his ſuperior qualities ſo much as for 
his providential care of thoſe whom he led to war; which was ſo 
uncommon, that his chief purpoſe in taking on himſelf the com- 
mand of armies, ſeems to have been the preſervstion of mankind, 
In this godlike care he Was more diſtingvishably employed throug- 
hout the Whole, courſe of that famons campaign - in * he loſt 
| his life, x 

v. 101. Sine) (Philip) obe of the mot 8 and braveſt 
fates men, In his youth he Wore a novel Artadia, which is loo- 
ked upon to be one of the beſt of its Kind, he translated Mornays 
trentiſe on chriſtian religion and ſeveral other books, The great 
efteeni he acquired in his embaſſy to the Emperour and in the 
low countries, where he comtianded thofe troops, which Queen 


Elizabeth, ſent as auxiliars to the dutch, cauſed the Polonſans, 


to offer him the crown, but the queen would not allow him to 
accept of it, He died of à wound, which he received in the 
battle of Zutphen, againſt the Spaniards, with the reſignation of « 
virruous man and the conſtancy of an hero. 

V. 104. Digby a Son of the lord, of the ſame nate; os 
lived to old age without 220 E office, renowned for his vir= 
tue and juſtice. 


V. 107, Marſeilles 1 Bickop, H. Xavier de Zetſunie; * 


in a great plague did not ſpare himſelf, but . the Thy "a 


by his charitable aſſiſtance, 
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62 EISTLE IV. 


When Nature ſicken d, and eac 5 bal was death! | 
Or why lo. long (in life if long can be), 
Lent Heav'n a parent to the podr and me? 110 
IV. What makes all phyſical or moral ill? 

ere deviates Nature, and here wänders Will. 
God ſends not ill; if rightly undlerſtood; 
Or partial Hl is univerſal Good; | NTT 
Or Change admits; br Nature lets it fal! 11; 
Shöôrt; and bur rare, till Man improv'd it all. Ie! 
We juſt as wiſely might of Heav'n tomplain 
Thar righteous Abel was deſtfoy'd by Cain; 
As that the virnious ſon is ill at caſe | 
When his lewd father gave the dire diſeaſe, 120 
Think we; like ſome weak Pririee; th' Eterhal Cuuſe 
Prone for his fav 'rites to reverſe his laws? 

Shall burning tna, if « ſage requires; 

Forget to thunder; and Fecall her fires ? 
On air or lea new motions ug impreſt, | 125 
Oh blameleſs Bethel! 5 relieve thy bteaſt 3 54 
ven the loole mountain trembles from 6A high; 
Shall gravitation geafe; if you go by? | 


V. rio; Lent Heab'n & patent. The mdtker of the author; 4 
perſun of great piety and chatiry died the year this hen * fi- 
tilched viz 1733 ft the age of 93 vers. 

V. 123. Shall burning Tina, alluding to che fate of thote hs 
great Naturaliſts, Eihpedocles and Pliny; who both perish'd by too 
near n aßppronch to Etna and Veſuvius; while they were explo- 
ring the Ediiſe bf their ertiptions, ; 

V. 126, Ferbel, a particular friend to the has 


Ev1sTLE IV. 


Or ſome 00 temple, nodding to its fall; 7 
For Chartres head reſerve the hanging wall? 156 
V. Bur ſtill this world (fo fitted for the knave) 
Contents us not. A better all we have? | 
A king om of the Jult then let it be: * 
But firſt conſider how thoſe Juſt agree, G6 
The good Mult merit God's petuliar eare; 133 
But who, but God, can tell us who they are? 
One thinks, on Calvin Heav'n's own ſpirit fell; 
Another deems him inſtrument of hel 
If Calvin feel Heav'n's bleſſing or its rod. 
This eries there is, and that, there is no God, 140 


65 


What shoeks one part, will edify the reſt; KE 
Nor with one ſyſtem can they all be bleſt. Is 

Give each a Syſtem, all muſt be at ſtrife; MP 
What 


v. 130. Chartres (Franeis) à man infamotis for all maenner of 
vices, except prodigiality, and hypocriſy, his avarice exempted him 
from the firſt; and his impudente from the ſetond, When he Was 
an enfigh in the aritiy, he was drumined out of dhe regiment for 
a cheath he was hext banished Bruſſels, ah drummed bout of 
Ghent on the ſame account. Aſter « hundred tricks at the gaming 
tables; he, took to lending of money at exorbitant intereſt and on 
great penalties; accumulating premium intertzit, and capital into 4 
new capital, and obſerving to 4 minute when the payments become 
due; in 4 word, by à conſtan attention to the vices, wants; and 
follies df mankind; he acquired in immenſe fortune. His Houſe 
was a þerpertial Bawdy houſe. He war twice condemned for tapes 
and pardoned : but the laſt time hot without ilfipriſohmient in News 
gate, and large confiſcations. He died in Scotland 'gyed 64. The 
populace at his funeral raiſed à great Fiot alindſt tore the body 
aut of the coffin and caſt dogs in the grave Along with it. 
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| Whar diff rent Syſtems for 4 Man and Wife?) 
The very beſt will variously incline, 2 143 | 
And what rewards your Virtue pinish mine. 5 | 
WraTEvER 13, 1s '$1GHT, — This world, tis true 
Was made for Cæſar — hut for Titus too; 

And which more bleſt? who chain d his country , fo 


Or he whole Virtue ſigh'd to loſe a day? 1596 
| * »Bur {omerimes Virtue ſtarves; while Vice is 
fed. 


What then? Is the reward of Virtue bread? 

That, Vice may merit, tis the price of toil} 

The knave deſerves it, when he tills the foil; | 
The knave deſerves it, when he tempts the main, 153 
Where folly fights for kings, or dives for gain. 

The good man may be weak, be indolent; * 

Nor ls his claim to plenty, but content, 


But grant him riches, your demand is ober? 159 
5 No — $hall the good want Health, the good. want 
Pow'r?” 


Add Health , and LPows and ev'ry earthly thing, 

„Why bounded Pow t why private? why no king? 
Nay, why external for internal zin? 

Why is not Man a God, and Earth a Heav'n? 

Who ask and reaſon thus, will ſcarce conceive 165 

God gives enough, while he has more to give 

Immenſe tlie pow'r, immeniſe were the demand 

Bay, at what part of nature will they ſtand? 

What nothing earthly gives, or eari- deſtroy; nk 


* 


* 


EPIS TIE IV. 65 
The ſon!'s Walen ſun- chine, and the Reit- felt; joy, 170 
Is Virtue's prize: A better would you fix? 
Then give Hamulity a coach and fix, 
Juſtice a Conqu'ror's word, or Truth a gown 
Or Public Spirit, its great cure; a Crown. 
Weak, foolish man! will Heav'n reward us there 173 
With the ſame trash, mad mortals wish for here? * 
The Boy and Man an individual makes, | | 
Yet fight thou now for apples and for takes 2 
Go, like the Indian, in another life | 
ExpeRt thy dog, thy bottle, and thy wife? x86. 
As well as dream ſuch trifles are aſſign'd, 8 
As toys and empires; for a god- like mind. 
Rewards, that either would to Virtue bring 


«3% £4 


No ; joy, or be deſtruſtive of the ching: . | * 1 
How oft by theſe at ſixty are un%,J“aeẽ e A 
The virtues of a ſaint at twenty - one! 17 * * 


To whom can Riches give Repute, or Truſt, N 
Content, or Pleaſure, but the Good and Juſt? 7 
Judges and Senates have been bought for gold; _ 0 
Eſteem and Love were never to be old. 198 
Oh fool! to think God hates the worthy mind, 
The lover and the love of human - kind; 

Whoſe life is ; healthful, and Whole conſcience” clear, 
Becauſe he wants a thouſand pounds 4 year. | 

Honour and shame from no Condition riſe; "x9 
AR well your part, there all the honour lies. 
Fortune in Men has ſome ſmall diff rence made, 


6 0 ' ByaamLn. W. 


One flaunts in rage, one fluter in TOW 3 
The cobler apron d, and the parſon gown'd, . 


1 


The frier hooded, and the monarch crown d. 12 


%. 


»Whar differ more (you ery) chan crown and cowl! 8 
Ill tell you, friend! a wiſe man and a Fool. 2 
"You'll find, if ance the monarch alts the monk, P | 
> Or, cobler · like, the parſon will be drunk, 3 1 
Worth makes the man, and want of i it, the fellow; 205 
"The reſt is all bur Jeather or prunella. 
Stuck Oer with titles and hung round whh ling: 5 
Thar thou may ſt be by kings, or whores of kings. 
Boaſt the pure blood of an illuſtrious race, 
In quiet flow from Lucrece to Lucrece: 100 
But by your father > worth if your's you rate, 3 
Count me thoſe only who were good and great. ; 
Go! if your ancient, but ignoble blood 
Has crept thro' ſcoundrels ever ſince the flood. 
Go! and pretend your family is zoung; 2 | 
Nor own, your fathers have been fools ſo long. - 
What can ennoble ſoots, or glaves, or cowards? 
Alas! not all the blood of all Howakns? 
"Look next on Greatneſs; ſay where Greatneſs lic 2 
„Where, but among the Heroes and the Wiſe ? oo 220, 
Heroes are much the ſame, the point's agreed, " IP | 
From Macedonia s madman to the Swede ; 
The whole ſtrange purpoſe of their lives, to o find | 
Or make an e 9 all mankind! _ 


. 
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Not 


ug 
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v. 218. {ER one 2 hs edel ane in England, 


FE 


1 


ErIsTER IV; 67 


Not one looks backward, onward ſtill he goes, 22 


Let ne er looks forward further than his noſe.” 

No leſs alike the Politie and Wiſe; . 

All sly slow things, with circumſpeRive eyes;.. | 
Men in their looſe unguarded hours they take, - / 
Not that themſelves are wiſe, but others weak. 230 
But grant that thoſe can conquer ;, theſe can «lags: 
Tis phraſe 22 to call a Villain Greatt: 
Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly brave, an 
Is but the more a fool; the more a kn VV. 


Who noble ends by noble means obtain, 237 


Or failing, ſmiles in exile or in chaits, 


Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 


Like Socrates that Man is great indeed; 


What's Fame? a fancy 'd life in others breath, 35 
A thing beyond us, ev'n before our death. 240 
Juſt what you hear, you have, and what's unknown 
The ſame (my Lord) if Tully's,, or your o] n. 
All chat we feel of it begins and ends NN EF 
In the ſmall eirele of our foes or friends; 5 
To all beſide as much an empty shade 242245 
An Eugene living, as a Cæſar dead; 31 1 
Alike or when, or where, they shone, or chine, WS, 
Or on the Rubicon, or on the Rhine. | 
A wit's a feather, and a Chief a rod; 


An honeſt Man's the nobleſt work of God, 259 : 


Fame but from death a villain's name can ſave, 
E 2 | As | 


*. T4 Exgens lived. „ the coker more his Kiley, | 


: by 
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- 
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As Juſtice teats his body from e be:: 1h 1907 

| When what t oblivion better were reſign d, HY | 
Is hung on high, to poiſon half mankind. pr 

All famgis foreign,” but of true deſert; ' 
Plays round the head, but comes not to the Os. | 

One ſelf- approving hour whole years out<weighs 

Of ſtupid ſtarers, and of loud huzzas; | i 
And more true joy Marcellus exil'd feels 


4 


Than Cæſar with a ſenate at his heels. 60 
In Parts, ſuperier what advantage lies? 
Tell (for You can) What is it to be wiſe? LIVE 


Tis but to know how little can be W 
To ſee all others faults, and feel our own: 8 -4T4l 
Condemn'd in bus neſs or in arts to druge, 265 
Without a ſecond, or without a judge. 
Truths would you reach, or fave a finking/land?. 
All fear, none aid you, and few Cd 
Painful preeminence! yourſelf to view oy; 
Above life's weakneſs, and its eas W. 1 
Bring then theſe bleſſing to a ſtritt accoutiry ;: 
Make fair deduttions; ſee to what they mount: 
How much of other each is ſure to coſt; be 
How each for other oft is wholly loſt:᷑ĩꝝĩt: 
How inconſiſtent greater goods with theſez; 255 
How ſometimes life is riſqu'd, and always eaſe; 
Think, and if ſtill the things thy envy call, 
wy. | * 8 


| 


| v. 270. Above life's 8 and ts _— here is n 
| knowledge independent of virtue, 


0 


_— OE RT 
sey, would. thou be the Man to whom they fall? 
To ſigh for ribbands if thou art fo filly , 


Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Billy. 280 


As yellow dirt the paſſion of thy life? 
Look, but on Gripus, or an Gripus' wiſe, 
E Parts allure thee; think how Bacon shim d, 
The, wiſeſt, brighteſt, meaneſt of mankind: 


Or ravish'd.with the whiſtling of a Name, agg 


See Cromwell, damm d to been fame! 
N nila bes as iis 


V. 283- Wa ce Verulam * vreat CHaneelfonr. of Eng- | 


land diſcovered and laid down thoſe principles, by whoſe aſfi- 
ſtance, Newton was enabled. to unfold the laws of Nature. He was 

no leſs eminent for the creative power of his imagination, the 
brixhtneſs of his conceptions, end. the force of Ris expreſſion : yet 


being legally convicted fbr bribery- and corruption in the Admini- 
ſtration of juſtice, while he preſided in the ſupreme Court of Equity ; | 


he endeavouxed to repair his ruined. fortunes bysthe moſt profligate 
Ratery to the Court: Which, ftom his very firſt entrance into-it, 


he had accuſtomed himfelt to practiſe with a proſtitution that dis- 


Sraceth the very profeſſion af lettres. He died in the year 1626 
in narrow circumſtances : ſome time. before his death , he asked gn 
aſſiſtance of King James-I, out of fear e ſaid „ that though 
I have 3 __ 
* to live. 

86. Cremwelt ſeerns to be aiſtinguizhed in the wt emj- 
en manner; wich regard to his abilities, from all other great 
and wicked men, who have overturnod- the liberties of their Coun- 


try. The times, in which others ſucceded in this attempt, were 


ſuch as ſaw. the ſpirit of liberty ſuppreſſed and ſtifled, by a gene- 
val luxury and venality : But Cromwell ſubdued his country, when 
this. ſpirit . was at irs height, by. a ſuccesful ſtruggle againſt court 
oppreſſion ; and while it was conducted and ſupported by a ſer of 
the greateſt Geniuſes for government. the warld ever faw embarked 
wgether in one common eauſe. 


ep nne 
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If all, united, thy ambition call. 
From ancient ſtory, learn to ſoorn them all. # 
Thera, in the rich, the honour d, fam'd, and great; 
See the falſe ſcale of Happineſs complete! : 290 
In hearts of Kings, or arms of Queens who . a 
How happy thoſe to ruin, theſe betray, 
Mark by what wretehed ſteps their glory grows, 
From dirt and ſea · weed as proud Venice roſe? 
In each how guilt and greatneſs equal ran, 295 
And all that rais'd the Hero, ſunk the Man: 

Now Europe's. laurels on their brows behold, 

But ſtain'd with blood, or ill exchang'd for gold: 
Then ſee them broke with toils; or ſunk in eaſe,, 
Or infamous for plunder'd provinces, 300 
Oh wealth ill - fared! which no alt of fame 

Eer taught to shine, or ſanQtify'd from shame! 

What greater bliſs attends their cloſe of life? 

Some greedy minion, or imperious wife TY 
'The'trophy'd arches, ſtory'd halls invade, 305 
And haunt their slumbers in the pompous shade. 
Alas! not dazzleTwwith their noon - tide ray, 
Compute the morn and ew ning to the day; 
The whole amount of that enormous fame, 
A Tale, that blends their glory with their shame! 3 10 
VII. Know then tis truth nen for Man to know) 
pe ** alone is Happineſs below. 5 
The only point where human bliſs ſtands u. 
And taſtes the good without the fall to M!; 


2 


rr I. 4 
Were only Merit conſtant pay receives, 315 1 
Is bleſt in what it takes, and what it gives, 1 1 
* The joy unequal'd, if its end it gain, e = 
) And if it loſe, attended with no pain: 8 — 1 
Without ſatiety, tho' e'r fa bleſs d, | 1 1 
And but more relish'd as the more diſtreſs d: 320 1 
The broadeſt mirth, unfeeling Folly ns 1 [1 
Leſs pleaſing far chan Virtue's very tears: —_ 
F Good, from each object, from each place nequir'd, = 
For ever exercis'd, yet never tir'd;. Fx 1 
Never elated, while one man's e 325 


Never dejected, while annother's bleſs' d; 
And where no wants; no wishes can remain, 

. Since but to wish more Virtue, is. to gain. | 

See the ſole bliſs Heav'ty could « on all beffow! 8 

Which who but feels ean taſte, bur thinks can know : 330 
Yet poor with fortune, and with. learning blind, 
The bad muſt miſs; the good, untaught, will find; , | 

| Slave to no fe, who takes no private roae,. 2 5 

But looks thro” Nature; up to Nature s Goc; 65 

Purſues that Chain which links th'immenſe deſigu, 335 
Joins heav'n and earth, and mortal and divine; ; 
Sees that no Being any bliſs can know, N 

| Bur touches ſome above, and ſome below; 

| Learns, from this union of the riſing Whole, 
The firſt, laſt purpoſe of the human foul ; 340 
And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began, 1 
All end, in Love or Gov, and Lovs or Max. 
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For him alone, Hope leads from goal to god, 

And opens ill, and opens on his ſoul; 

Till lengthen' d on ta Fairy, and unconfin'd, 348 
It pours the bliſs that fills up all the mind. 

He ſecs, why Nature plants in Man alone 

Hope of known bliſs, and Faith in blifs unknown: 
(Nature, whoſe diftates to. no other kind 


Are giv'n in-vain, but what they ſeek they find) 380 


Wiſe is her preſent; she connetts in this 
His greateſt Virtue with his greateſt Bliſs; 
At once his own bright proſpedꝭ to be bleſt, 
And ſtrongeſt mative to aſſiſt the reſt. 


Self- love thus push d to ſocial, to divine, 358 
Gives thee ta make thy neighbour's bleſſi ing thine. 
Is this toc little for the boundleſs heart? 


Extend it, let thy enemies have part; 


Graſp the whole worlds of Reaſon, Life, and$cafe, 1 
In one eloſe ſyſtem of Benevolence: 23800 


Happier as kinder, in whate er degree, 
And height of Bliſs but height of Charity. 
| 8 8 God 


v. 71. Moe hed rome" goat to goat Ge. © Pheco, in bis n 


book of a Republic, has a remarkable paſſage to this purpoſe. 


„He whoſe conſcience does not reproach him, has cheerful Hope 


for his companion, and the ſupport and comfort of his old age, 
according to Pindar. For this great poet, o Socrates, very ele- 
gantly ſays, that he who leads a juſt and holy life has always 
amiable Hope for his companion, which fills his heart with joy, 


and is the fupport and comfort of his old age. Hope, is the 
moſt powerful of the Divinities, in governing the W 5 
and inconſtant temper of mortals, *« 
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Muſt riſe 15 Individual to the Whole 3 


Self- love but ſerves the virtuous mind ta wake, 365 


As the ſmall pebble ſtirs the peaceful lake; 
The centre moy'd, a.circle ſtrait ſucceeds, 
Another til}, and ſtill another ſpreads; 


Friend, parent, neighbour, firſt it will embraces; 
His country next, and next all human race; 370 
Wide and more wide, th' a'erflowings of the mind 
Take ey'ry creature in, 0 of ev'ry kind; 
Earth ſmiles around, with boundleſs bangs: bleſt, yy 
And Heav'n beholds its image in his breaſt. 

Come N my Friend! my Genius! come along 1 375. 

5 . „„ 0 Oh 


V. 370. His country next 5 „I much better undeltand tha 
heautics of friendship, and the merits of virtue in private life, than 
thoſe of public; and shaulct never love my country, if 1 =_ not 


| _ the beſt men in it. Pongs Letter. 


375. Ip this concluding addreſs of gur author to Lord bn. | 
3 one is at a loſs which to admire moſt, the warmth of 


dis friendship, or the warmth of his genius. Pope idohzed him; 


when, in company with him, he appeared with all the deference 
and ſubmiſſion of an afteQionate ſcholar. He uſed to ſpeak af 
bim as a being of a ſuperior order, that had condeſcended to viſit 
this wer world; in particular, when the laſt comet appeared and 


. approached. near the earth, he told ſome of his acquainzgance.® ir 


was ſent only to. convey Lord Bolingbroke, home again; juſt as, a 
ſtage · coach ftops at your door to take up a paſſenger, A grace- 
ful perſon, a flow of nervous eloquence, a vivid ynagination, 
were the lot of this accomplished nobleman,; but his ambitious 
views being fruſtrated in the early part of his life, his disappoin- 
tements embitterd his temper, and he ſeems to have been disguſted 
wich all religions and all governements. 
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Teach me, like thee, in various nature wiſe, 
Jo fall with dignity, with temper riſe; 380 
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74 EIS TIR V. 
Ol maſter of the poet, aid the "WO 


And while the Muſe now ſtoops, or * aſcen % 


To Man's low paſſions, or their glorious ends, 


bl 


Form'd by thy converſe, happily to ſteer 
From grave to gay, from lively to ſevere; 


| Corre&t with ſpirit, eloquent with eaſe, | 


q 
' 


Intent to reaſon, or polite to pleaſe. 
Oh! while along the ſtream of Time thy name 385 
Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame; 

Say, shall my little bark attendant ſail, 


Purſue the triumph, and partake the gale ? 


When ſtateſmen, heroes, kings, in duſt repoſe, 


Whoſe ſons shall blush their fathers were thy foes, 390 
Shall en this verſe to future age pretend 

Tho wert my guide, philofopher, and friend? 

That urg'd by thee, I turn'd the tuneful art 

From ſounds to things, from fancy to the heart; 
For Wit's falſe mirror held up Nature's light; 393 


Shew'd erring Pride, wHATEVER IS, is RIGHT; 


That REaso0N, Pass10N, anfwer one great aim; 
That true SBLF-LovsE and Soctar. are the ſame; 


That VIRTUE only makes our Bliſs below; 


And all our Knowledge is, oursELvEs To KNOW. 
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Wh of All! in eviy Age 6 ao 81111 M ? 
In ev'ry clime ador'd, | 
By Saint, by Savage, and by & - 19% OM 
a ah . or Lord. a 0 1s ab 


Thou 1 Firſt Cauſe, leaſt underſtood; 
Who all my Senſe confin'd | wo CES 74 8 
To know bur this, är Thou arr r Good, n, 
And that myſelf am blind 72% 3067 ee 


Yer gave me, in this dark Eſtate, = ba ile amn Was 
To ſee the Good from Ill; SIS 
And bindihg Nature faſt in Fate, „ ads 
Left free the Human Will. % un. m9 


What eden diktates to be dons 6 den nose T 
Or warns me not to do, | on 1.00 
This teach me more chan Hell to kun, „ Wen 


That, more than Heav'n purſue 


What Bleſſings thy free Bounry pre ) 
Let me not caſt away S 


For God is paid when Man rene, F 
* enjoy is to obey. en 3 ee 
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we Ye. not to 1 Sedna Span | : ARGS 

= -. Thy Goodneſs let me bound, 

I Or think Thee Lord alone of Man "DER 
1 Let not this weak, unknowing hank 0” 

; Preſume thy bolts to throw Io 3 ; ; 


And deal damnation roud the land 4 
On each I judge thy Foe. Wee het data 


If I am right, .chy grace impart . a DL 
Still in che right to ſtay +, 
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If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 3 
To find r ine Hers etl 


Save me alike from. foolish Pride. 


Or impious Diſcontent e 


At aught thy wisdom has denyd „ 
Or aught thy Goodneſs le. 1 
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| > Teach me to feel chars Wos e 
| To hide the fault I ſee; 1 
That Mercy I. 10 others show, 1 0 Hy 
That Merey show — n 
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Mean tho I am, not wholly. )ſe 
Since quick ned by thy breath 
O lead me where ſo cer I go 


/ Thro this day's Life or death. e 5 i Th 
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This day, be Bread and Peace os ee Ee 
All elſe beneath the Sun, 55 — 
Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd or not- | | 
And ler thy will be done. 5 4 


To Thee, whoſe Temple is all Space „ 
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Whoſe Altar, Earth, Sea, Skies! 5 1 
One Chorus let all Being raiſe 
All Natures Incenſe riſe! | 
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